Cherokee County

Amateur Radio Emergency Service

Sept. 2002 CCARES

Emergency Coordinator: Steve Hammond K4SAH email: k4sah@arrl.net

SKYWARN

Weekly Net: Monday Nights 8:45pm — 145.370 (- offset and 100hz Tone) KB4IZF Repeater
Third Monday of Month is a Simplex Net on 147.420 Website: http://www.cherokee-ares.org

Monthly Meetings: First Saturday of each month 10:00AM - Locations Announced on NET

WELCOME

to the Cherokee County Amateur Radio Emergency Service (CCARES) Newsletter! This Newsletter is
provided to enhance the services of CCARES to Cherokee County, utilizing Amateur Radio, and it's
membership.

October 5™ - 9:00am - 2002 Georgia Section ARES S.E.T.

As Uncle Sam would say, “WE NEED YOU!”. On Saturday October 5", your Cherokee County ARES
group will be participating in the statewide 2002 Georgia Section ARES Simulated Emergency Test. The
specific purpose of this test will be to test end-to-end testing of our statewide communications (HF and VHF
phone) procedures. A secondary goal will be to provide effective statewide communications from portable or
field locations. October 5™ is our normal scheduled ARES meeting. Please RSVP to Steve if you can attend.

Volunteers are needed to serve as C.C.A.R.E.S. Net Control Station Operators
If you are interested in conducting the Monday night NET, please contact Steve Hammond.

Leadership Team C.C.A.R.E.S. ID CARDS

If you need a Cherokee County
ARES ID card, please contact
Assistant Emergency Coordinators Steve Hammond, K4SAH at:
stevehammond@bellsouth.net

Emergency Coordinator: Steve Hammond - K4SAH

Liaison: Steve Cook - KEAWLQ

Operations: Bobby Dranzek - KG4QGK Members who need an ID card
Early Warning Station: Markus Powell - AF4VS from the Cherokee County Fire-
Early Warning Station: Jodi Powell - AG4BK EMA, please contact Sharon
Official Emergency Station: Richard Byrd - KA4PRN Young, 770-479-2080, before
Chaplain: Mike Hill - K4JKM going to the Public Safety building
Newsletter: Jim Millsap - NAZFU on Main St. in Canton, Ga.

We would like to take this opportunity to personally thank Mr. Hugh Pearson, KB4IZF, for the most
gracious use of his repeater, 145.370mhz, located at 3,300 ft. on Mt. Oglethorpe, east of Jasper, Ga.




Cherokee County ARES held it's September monthly
meeting on Saturday, 9-7-2002, at the Rose Creek Library in
Woodstock, Ga. Steve provided a status of the new EOC, B )
and the October 5™ 2002 Georgia Section ARES SET. Other o 0
Topics included the October 19™ “JOTA”, to assist the Boy v
Scouts with their radio merit badges, and a ham radio class &
for the EOC personnel. A date is to be set for our ARES
Group to tour the new EOC in October. We are progressing
with Incorporation as a 501c non-profit organization with the
assistance of Steve Bramham, W4SKB. Message Handling w

Training was conducted. A picture was taken to be included
in a local newsletter. Cherokee ARES has a new CALLSIGN is: mml mﬁ

Cherokee County News
Cherokee County Fire — EMA (Situation Reports)
Title: Severe Weather in Cherokee over the Weekend (9/20-9/22)

Pop-up Thunderstorms kept Cherokee County Fire and EMA Officials busy over the weekend.

In the 48 hours from 8 p.m. Friday night to 8 p.m. hrs Sunday night, units answered 28 weather related
calls. The Cherokee County 911 Center stayed busy with several homeowners reporting lightning strikes
to their homes on Friday night as a severe storm passed over the Hickory Flat and Macedonia
Communities. A home at 4258 Earney Rd. sustained heavy damage by a fire that may have been started
by a nearby lightning strike. Also at 11:23 Saturday morning a home at 410 North Sharp Mountain Church
Lane caught fire. Investigators think that fire may have been the result of a lightning strike as well. Both
fires are under investigation by the Cherokee County Cause and Origin Team.

Several reports of trees and power lines down along with sporadic power outages plagued the county all
weekend. No injuries were reported in any of these incidents.

Title: Person Struck By Lightning (from 8/16 Situation Reports)

Around 8:00 pm Thursday night the Waleska, Clayton area had a thunderstorm roll through the
community. We had heavy rain and a lot of lightning when the storm came in. Around 8:43 pm Cherokee
911 received a call on a person struck by lightning at the guard shack at Lake arrowhead. The patient
complained about being weak and a rapid heartbeat. The patient was not directly hit by the lightning.
Some safety tips for what you should do when a storm begins is seek shelter in doors, do not use any type
of electrical equipment, talking on the phone, or working on the computer. Always wait to take a bath or
shower until the storm has moved through the area. If you are in a swimming pool and you hear thunder,
you need to exit the pool and go inside for safety.

WEATHER UPDATE: Hurricane Isidore

For the first time this Hurricane season, the Hurricane Watch Net was activated to track Hurricane Isidore.
WA4EHW at the National Hurricane Center activated two (2) HF stations at 1900z on 9/19. The frequency
of 14.325mhz is designated to handle hurricane traffic only. WAEHW is net control and will utilize reports
via APRS, email, and it's on-line Hurricane Reporting Form. Only those stations in the affected area are to
transmit on this frequency, unless otherwise contacted specifically by net control.

CHEROKEE COUNTY UPDATE: Weather Conditions

Even with the much needed rainfall the weekend of 9-21, 9-22, the county continues a “No Burn” policy,
as conditions remain extremely dry. The Hurricane and Tropical depressions most likely will affect weather
conditions here in the US, possibly producing thunderstorms and potential flooding. Past history reveals
our State and county is subject to the effects of these weather conditions also.
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Jim Millsap
N4ZFU Articles for the newsletter may be submitted via email to: NAZFU@bellsouth.net




Buford Dam Trip - September 14th

Members from the Cherokee County ARES Group and Cherokee Amateur Radio Society (CARS)
group toured Buford Dam at Lake Lanier on Saturday, September 14™, 2002. The tour was hosted by
Alfred Westbrook, KT4VP, past President of CARS. Twenty-Five folks showed up and had a great time
as we learned and observed how hydro-dams operate. Afterwards, the group met at Sidney’s Steak
House in Oakwood, for some outstanding food and fellowship. We wish to express our extreme
gratitude to Alfred Westbrook for hosting our group and to Mike Hill for coordinating this event.

Alfred-KT4VP explains monitors to James Dean Entrance to Buford Dam

Group assembles to begin tour inside Dam Group went into tunnel through the Dam

The Group



