
C.C.A.R.E.S. New sl et t erMay 2003

Weekly Net: Monday Nights 8:45pm – 145.370 (- offset and 100hz Tone)   KB4IZF  Repeater.
6 Meter Simplex Net, 52.525 FM, follows the weekly 2 Meter Net. Third Monday of Month is 
a Simplex Net on 147.420.         Website:http://www.cherokee-ares.org

Monthly Meetings: First Saturday of each month 10:00AM - Cherokee County EOC

Emergency Coordinator:  Steve Hammond  K4SAH      email: k4sah@cherokee-ares.org 

WELCOME
to the Cherokee County Amateur Radio Emergency Service (CCARES) Newsletter! This Newsletter is 
provided to enhance the services of CCARES to Cherokee County, utilizing Amateur Radio, and it’s 
membership. 

We would like to take this opportunity to personally thank Mr. Hugh Pearson, KB4IZF, for the most
gracious use of his repeater, 145.370mhz, located at 3,300 ft. on Mt. Oglethorpe, east of Jasper, Ga.

Cherokee County ARES monthly meeting will be held June 7th, 10am, at the Atlanta Hamfest, Jim R. 
Miller Park, Marietta, Ga. Talk-in will be on 145.370 and talk-around on 147.420 simplex. The meeting 
will be held in the picnic/eating area of the fairgrounds. As a reminder, the basic ARES test, to obtain 
and/or keep a valid Cherokee County Fire/EMA ID, must be taken by all members. The test is an 
open book test, and the material can be obtained from the Cherokee ARES website. Completed test 
must be turned into Mark Hopkins, NA4O. Deadline for the completed test is July 1, 2003. Please 
welcome our newly appointed AEC, Mark Hopkins, NA4O, as our new training officer.

June 7th ARES Meeting at Atlanta Hamfest

Leadership Team

Emergency Coordinator:   Steve Hammond - K4SAH

Assistant Emergency Coordinators

Early Warning Station:  Jodi Powell - AG4BK                    Chaplain:  Mike Hill - K4JKM 
Early Warning Station:  Markus Powell - AF4VS                Liaison:  Steve Cook - KE4WLQ 
Technical Coordinator: Darragh McClure - WA6IKS         Net Manager:  Chris Jackson-KG4DCO 
Official Emergency Station:  Richard Byrd - KA4PRN      Newsletter:  Jim Millsap – WB4NWS 
Member Recruiting/Retention: Kenny Cannon - N4ZFT   Operations: Bobby Dranzek - KG4QGK

Training Officer: Mark Hopkins – NA4O

To assist by calling an ARES NET, please contact: Chris Jackson, KG4DCO, 678-230-2902.



Cherokee County ARES held it’s May monthly meeting on Saturday, 5-3-2003, at the Cherokee County EOC. 
Meg Dean, KG4WIU, was the winner of the membership drive. Congratulations Meg! The month of May (a.k.a. 
“stormy weather month”) has brought many ARES/SKYWARN activations, with one storm taking out the 
145.370 repeater. Our group switched to simplex operations to continue and “hats off” to all members for 
quickly adapting to the situation. Volunteers are still needed for the Special Olympics in Dekalb County on 5-30, 
5-31, and 6-1. If you can help as a communicator, notify Steve. The Canton, Ga. July 4th parade was discussed 
and volunteer names were noted. Steve, Darragh-WA6IKS, and Chris-KG4DCO, took Steve’s 
communication trailer to the monthly Dekalb County ARES meeting for a “show & tell”, on May 8th . Thanks to 
the Dekalb group for asking for the demo. Our new AEC-Training Coordinator, Mark Hopkins, NA4O, 
covered the basic ARES test during the May meeting. Thanks Mark for a very informative presentation. 
Georgia Baptist Disaster Relief training will be held in Blairsville on May 16th and 17th. Six of our members 
are scheduled to attend this additional training. Field Day is June 28th and 29th and will be held at Fields 
Landing. A Field Day planning meeting will be held on Saturday, June 14th , 8:30am, at Field’s Landing Park. 
Anyone interested in participating on Field Day, please plan to attend this meeting with the Cherokee Amateur 
Radio Society (CARS) group.

Nominations for Georgia ARES Section Amateur of the Year are being taken by Mike Boatright, KO4WX. If 
anyone would like to submit a nomination, please forward your nomination and comments to: 
KO4WX@ARRL.net.

What a great time we had at the Calhoun hamfest! Thanks to Felton Floyd, AF4DN, for being such a great host.
Pictured below are: Front Row L-R: Felton Floyd-AF4DN, Ken Dean-K4RWG, Chris Jackson-KG4DCO, 
Wesley Millsap-KG4UFQ, and Jim Millsap-WB4NWS. Back Row L-R: Darragh McCluer-WA6IKS, 
Frank Dean-K4SJR, Mike Hill-K4JKM, Susan Swiderski-AF4FO, and Mike Swiderski-K4HBI.
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Jim Millsap, WB4NWS Articles for the newsletter may be submitted via email to: WB4NWS@bellsouth.net



April 21st Cherokee County EOC Drill 
Cherokee County Fire/EMA Director J. Robby Westbrook requested our ARES group to participate in a ªmock
disasterº drill on April 21, 2003. The drill involved several agencies from Cherokee County to ªstress testº the
preparedness of all groups. A simulated Tornado ªstruckº southern Cherokee County. All radio traffic was carried
out on various simplex frequencies. Members from our group served as spotters, simulated the National Weather
Service, supplied operators at the ham station in the EOC, and carried out our assigned duties. Afterwards, lunch
was served and everyone met together for feedback with Director Westbrook. All things considered, the drill was 
a success and areas were identified to improve upon. The following ARES members participated in the drill:
Chuck Earhart-KM4KB, Richard Byrd-KA4PRN, Darragh McCluer-WA6IKS, Mark Harris-KG4WIV, 
Ken Dean-K4RWG, Jim Millsap-WB4NWS, and Steve Hammond-K4SAH. Thanks to all who helped.



April & May Storms bring Severe Weather = ARES Activations

Over the past two weeks, the weather has been a major factor with Tornado warnings, hail, thunderstorms, 
and plenty of rain. The result has been numerous ARES/SKYWARN Nets in Cherokee County and Georgia.
Pictured below are some ominous clouds, an overflowing Lake Allatoona, complete with walkways to a
Marina flooded, and even the ducks seem to be confused about where to find dry land in a flooded parking lot.


