
C.C.A.R.E.S. � � � � � � � � � �January 2004

Weekly Net: Monday Nights 8:00pm – 443.075 (+ offset, 107.2 enc/dec)  WA4EOC  Repeater
Third Monday of Month is a Simplex Net on 147.585  (Note New Frequency).          

Website:http://www.cherokee-ares.org (visit our NEW Webpage)

Monthly Meetings: First Saturday of each month 10:00AM - Cherokee County EOC

Emergency Coordinator:  Steve Hammond  K4SAH      email: k4sah@cherokee-ares.org 

WELCOME
to the Cherokee County Amateur Radio Emergency Service (CCARES) Newsletter! This Newsletter is 
provided to enhance the services of CCARES to Cherokee County, utilizing Amateur Radio, and it’s 
membership. 

The next Cherokee County ARES meeting is 10am, February 7, 2004 and CARS meeting at 12noon.

Next Meeting is February 7th at Cherokee County EOC, Canton, Ga.

Leadership Team

Emergency Coordinator:   Darragh McClure – WA6IKS

Assistant Emergency Coordinators

Early Warning Station:  Jodi Powell - AG4BK                   Training Officer: Mark Hopkins – NA4O
Early Warning Station:  Markus Powell - AF4VS               Net Manager:  Chris Jackson-KG4DCO 
Official Emergency Station:  Jim Millsap – WB4NWS       Chaplain:  Mike Hill - K4JKM 
Member Recruiting/Retention: Kenny Cannon – AI4BE   
Digital Communications: Tom Olley – KG4VUB

Zone 1 Leader, Dennis Hicks – KG4IIY
Zone 2 Leader, Jim Millsap – WB4NWS
Zone 3 Leader: Ken Dean – K4RWG

NEEDED:  Monday night net control operators. Please help, contact Chris @ 678-230-2902

* Georgia Section ARES Annual Meeting, Saturday, January 31st *
The Georgia Section Amateur Radio Emergency Service will be conducting our annual 
meeting on Saturday, January 31st , 1-4pm at the Georgia Public Service Training Center –
(GPSTC), in Forsyth, Ga. Take I-75 south to Exit 188, turn right at stop, go 0.5 mile turn left.



Cherokee County ARES January 3, 2004 meeting began the new year with the appointment of Darragh 
McClure, WA6IKS, as the new Emergency Coordinator (EC) for Cherokee County ARES. After two (2) 
outstanding years of leadership, Steve Hammond-K4SAH, stepped down as EC, to pursue other business 
adventures. Steve will continue to be an active member in Cherokee ARES. Many accomplishments were 
made under Steve’s tenure as EC. Just a few are: Cherokee County ARES grew to >75 members, established 
a professional relationship with a highly trained ARES group supporting emergency communications with the 
Cherokee County Fire/EMA and 911 EOC. Successful move and installation of a top notch ham station at the 
Cherokee EOC and a 440 repeater for the ARES group (equipment purchased by Cherokee County, and 
special thanks to Director J. Robby Westbrook). Steve encouraged members to attend training and support the 
Georgia Baptist Disaster Relief group and Steve served on two separate occasions with the tornado in South 
Georgia and hurricane in Virginia.
With the addition of monthly training that included radio “Traffic” handling and weekly nets, Steve ordered 
coordinated hats, shirts and jackets, and the Cherokee ARES group not only provided trained emergency 
communicators, but were highly visible at many hamfests, SKYWARN Storm Spotter classes, Simulated 
Emergency Tests (SET), Field Day, Parades, One Day Technician Classes, JOTA and Special Olympic 
events. The number of events covered over the two year period were too many to be listed here, however, a 
look at the past newsletters at the Cherokee ARES website, http://www.cherokee-ares.org/,  serves as a “trip 
down memory lane”, and gives evidence to the outstanding job Steve did, as well as the devotion of all the 
Cherokee ARES members. Steve always “raised the bar” through his motivation and with his “lead by example”
attitude, put Cherokee ARES on the map. On July 12, 2003, our group had the pleasure of seeing the 
presentation of “Amateur of the Year” for 2002, to Steve Hammond, and presented by Mike Boatright-
KO4WX, Georgia Section Emergency Coordinator. For this month’s newsletter, we dedicate it to Steve 
Hammond. “Thanks” does not cover the benefits of what the membership and Cherokee County has, and will 
continue to reap, from your hard work and devotion, so we collectively “Tip our hats” for a job well done! 

NOTICE: 2003 Amateur of the Year nominations are due in by January 21st . Please send your 
nominations to Mike Boatright, at ko4wx@arrl-ga.org

Jim Millsap, WB4NWS Articles for the newsletter may be submitted via email to: WB4NWS@bellsouth.net



Skywarn Storm Spotter Class Held January 12, ‘04
Cherokee County Emergency Operation Center hosted a SKYWARN Storm Spotter class on January 
12, 2004. A tremendous turnout of approximately 45 folks from the Cherokee 911 Dispatch Center, 
Cherokee Fire/EMA, Hickory Flat Volunteer Fire Department, CERT Team, and Ham Radio Operators, 
attended the excellent training from Mr. Barry Gooden, Warnings Coordinator-National Weather 
Serve,Peachtree City, GA. The class was instructed on proper storm spotting, definitions/terms, and the 
proper reporting procedures. Storm Spotters enhance the ability to provide actual conditions and relay 
the weather events to the NWS. We learned of instability, Capes, Dry Lines, Funnel Cloud vs. Tornado, 
wall clouds, downbursts, and many other important information that aids in the issuance of watches and 
warnings. As we approach March and April, historically our most severe weather months, the timing of 
these classes are always a tremendous value to the volunteers who assist to help protect our 
communities. A special thanks to EMA Director Robby Westbrook and Robby Kennedy with the 
Cherokee County Fire/EMA for arranging and hosting this training. Thanks also to the 45 folks who took 
the time to take this training.
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