Cherokee County

Amateur Radio Emergency Service

February 2004 CCA R ES
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Emergency Coordinator: Steve Hammond K4SAH  email: k4dsah@cherokee-ares.org

Weekly Net: Monday Nights 8:00pm — 443.075 (+ offset, 107.2 enc/dec) WA4EOC Repeater
Third Monday of Month is a Simplex Net on 147.585 (Note New Frequency).
Website:http://www.cherokee-ares.org (visit our NEW Webpage)

Monthly Meetings: First Saturday of each month 10:00AM - Cherokee County EOC

WELCOME

to the Cherokee County Amateur Radio Emergency Service (CCARES) Newsletter! This Newsletter is
provided to enhance the services of CCARES to Cherokee County, utilizing Amateur Radio, and it's
membership.

* Statewide Tornado Drill — February 25! 8am, 443.075 Repeater *

The annual Statewide Tornado Drill for Georgia will be Wednesday, February 25" , from 8am
to about 10:30am on the Cherokee ARES Repeater. Please check in to the net if you can. If
you are available to assist, please contact Darragh.

Next Meeting is March 6™ at Cherokee County EOC, Canton, Ga.
The next Cherokee County ARES meeting is 10am, March 6, 2004 and CARS meeting at 12noon.

Leadership Team
Emergency Coordinator: Darragh McClure — WABIKS
Assistant Emergency Coordinators

Early Warning Station: Jodi Powell - AG4BK Training Officer: Mark Hopkins — NA4O
Early Warning Station: Markus Powell - AF4VS Net Manager: Vacant

Official Emergency Station: Jim Millsap — WB4NWS Chaplain: Mike Hill - K4JKM

Member Recruiting/Retention: Kenny Cannon — Al4BE

Digital Communications: Tom Olley — KG4VUB

Zone 1 Leader, Dennis Hicks — KG4IlY
Zone 2 Leader, Jim Millsap — WB4NWS
Zone 3 Leader: Ken Dean — K4ARWG




Cherokee County ARES February 7, 2004 meeting was an APRS demo and training event, conducted by

by Darragh McClure, WAGIKS, and Tom Olley KG4VUB. A complete demo was set up with laptop, radio,
and overhead projector to allow all the attendees a great environment conducive to learning! The overall crowd
expressed they took a lot of the great information with them and will utilize APRS as an invaluable tool for
ARES and Skywarn Storm Spotting. Thanks Darragh and Tom for an outstanding demo and very useful
training!

The Cherokee Amateur Radio Society (CARS) group met for their monthly eating/meeting at
Williamson Brothers BBQ on February 7th, immediately after the ARES meeting at 12:30pm.

Our new club President, Kenny Cannon, AI4BE, discussed plans for the June 2004 Field Day. The
Club has tentative plans to hold Field Day at E. T. Booth Middle School near Etowah High School.
Come out and join us for one of our monthly “Eating/Meetings” for some great BBQ and fellowship.

Jim Millsap, WB4NWS Articles for the newsletter may be submitted via email to: WB4NWS@bellsouth.net




February 22nd — 28th s Severe Weather Awareness Week

This week is “Severe Weather Awareness Week”, in Georgia, as designated by Governor Sonny Purdue. This
week is to bring awareness to residents of Georgia, severe weather, and how to be prepared and take safety
precautions when these types of events happen. February, March, and April are our worst months for Tornado
occurrences. Our Cherokee County Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) group is a highly trained group for
Storm Spotting and SKYWARN, and works closely with the office of Cherokee County Emergency Management,
and Director J. Robby Westbrook, to help provide advanced early warning for the citizens of Cherokee County. On
this Wednesday, February 25", ARES members will be activated at the ham station in the Cherokee County EOC,
and in the surrounding area of Cherokee County, for the Statewide Tornado Drill. The ARES members provide
spotter reports via ham communications from ARES Storm Spotters in the field, to the EOC ham operator. This
information is then passed through a liaison ham station to the National Weather Service in Peachtree City. During
the drill, NOAA weather radios and county sirens will be activated to test the system. To avoid confusion, in the
event of actual pending severe weather, the sirens are not activated. The role of volunteer ham radio operators via
actual storm spotter reports, home weather stations, and providing critical emergency two-way communications,
serves the citizens of Cherokee County, as well as all counties statewide, and the National Weather Service, has
proven invaluable during severe weather. In actual severe weather events, Cherokee County ARES activates their
“Weather Nets”, well in advance of approaching fronts. Our group is in contact with “Early Warning Stations” not
only in counties to the west of us in Georgia, but even into Alabama. This provides actual weather data that has
occurred and is approaching us, and allows early warning to be given to the residents of Cherokee County. Ham
operators utilize various modes of communication to get the information through. Examples include numerous 2-
way repeaters, High Frequency Radio, Packet Data, APRS, and a Voice Over IP application across the internet,
called EchoLink. Should any weather event remove the repeater abilities, our group is trained with back-up
emergency radios (battery, generators, etc.) to communicate on a simplex radio frequency, not only county wide,
but region wide >300 miles. Thanks to all of our members who devote their time as volunteers and provide this
service to Cherokee County.

Tornado on ground
5:40pm May 7, 2003
Talladega, Al

Tornado on ground
Randolph County, Al.
5:45pm May 7, 2003




Cherokee ARES participates in Mutual County Aid Drill in Atlanta

Members of the Cherokee County ARES group assisted in a mutual county aid drill in Atlanta on January
22nd, 2004 with the AFCEMA, Atlanta Fulton County Emergency Management Agency. Darragh McClure,
WABGIKS, ARES Emergency Coordinator-Cherokee County, Steve Hammond, K4SAH, and Jim Millsap,
WB4NWS, attended the drill. Steve towed his communications trailer and we set up to demonstrate the
capabilities of Amateur Radio in times of emergencies. The drill was designed to set up a “field” EOC,
encompassing multi-agency communications in a designated single location. The event was set in the
“blue” parking lot of the Georgia World Congress Center. Agencies represented were: Atlanta Police, Fulton
County Police, Fulton County Sheriff, MARTA, GEMA, Dobbins AFB, American Red Cross, FEMA, and of
course, Steve’s ham radio trailer drew quite a crowd, including camera crews for Fulton County Access
Channel. Folks from the various agencies were surprised at how well equipped ham operators can be when
providing emergency communications. All units operated on generator power and the event was well attended.



