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Last week we discussed that during various Disasters and SET Dirills messaging handling can
and will consume up to 50% of the artime in one form or another. We looked at how
formatting that communication message to be trangmitted from one point to another started
with the Preamble Section of the message. Thisweek we will continue into the Addressng.
Text, and Signature of the Message. To complete the overview of last week, | recall these
major points.

Every Forma Radiogram or Disaster Welfare message originated should contain the
following component parts in the following order to insure timely and accurate ddlivery.

A. Preamble: Number, begin each month or year with message 1, those that originate from
your gtation. If you do not originate alot of traffic, Sart with 1 at the beginning of the year.
1. Precedence. Routine, Wdfare, Priority or EMERGENCY .
2. Handling ingructions. One of seven categories including return receipts.
3. Station of origin: Thefirs Amateur Handler, who originated it.
4. Check: How many wordsin the message. Thisinsuresthe messageisintact, like
aparity check in data. In the case of a Disaster Wdfare Message it will be one of
7 preformed messages.
5. Paceof origin: Whereit came from.
6. Timefiled: Whenit originated (optiond with the originating station).
7. Date: Mud agree with date of timefiled.

B. Address. Thismust be as complete as possible, include telephone number (remember new
AC's9), Zip codes.



C. Text: Keepthisasshort as possible, preferable under 25 words.
D. Sgnature: Who sent the message.

In part two we are getting into the message address, text and signature. First the message
Address. Thismust be as complete as possible. Thefind ddivery point may only have a
telephone number to work from, when the address may have been needed because the
message was to be mailed if not deliverable by phone. The more information here the better.

Next into the Text of the message. The following should not be included in the text of any
message including Emergency. Notification of the death of a person. Medica condition of a
person. Persona information to or from anyone including SSN, Credit Card numbers, and so
on. Thiskind of information must be passed in amore secure form. Remember the world is
out therelistening. The exceptions are messages of life or death urgency to any person or
persons which must be trangmitted via amateur radio in the absence of regular commercid
fecilities. If in doubt, do not send the message.

The text must as brief as possible. Do not use abbreviations. Message blanks can be
developed by locd, regiond, and state ARES groups to provide Locd information not eesly
transmitted using the standard ARRL Numbered Radiograms. Most messages can be made
up from one or more standard ARRL Numbered Radiograms. Short fill in the blanks can be
added at the end of the message if required. Remember, we are not passing a 30 minute long
distance message from one point to another, we are providing a Short Messaging Service
between two or more isolated locations.

Last isthe Signature. Thisis one of the more smple blocks, but must be accurate. Include
the full first and last name, with suffix if present.

That isit except for getting it sent. Check into the net, listen for other traffic and see how it
is being handled, and send your message.  Additiona Reference Materia that may be
hdpful: ARRL Public Service Manud, ARRL Operating Manua, both published by the
ARRL and available ontline a www.arrl.org.



